   

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE PRESERVE CHELLBERG FARM, RETURN THE ANIMALS, AND KEEP THE FARM OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AT THE INDIANA DUNES NATIONAL LAKESHORE

WHEREAS the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore includes within its boundaries the Chellberg Farm which it restored as part of its historic, cultural, and educational mission, and

           WHEREAS  Chellberg Farm was established and operated in Porter County from 1863 to 1976 by three generations of Chellbergs who made their living on this farm, and

WHEREAS Chellberg Farm has been one of the most popular destinations in the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore for over 25 years, and  
 
WHEREAS Chellberg Farm has been enjoyed by the general public and used by schools and groups in Indiana as an educational resource, depicting farm life through historic  farm buildings, farm animals, equipment, and crops, depicting a period in the early 20th Century when one in four Americans lived on a farm, and
 
WHEREAS Chellberg Farm is an example of the progression of human activities that took place as Northwest Indiana was settled, and 

 
WHEREAS Chellberg Farm has been a treasure in Northwest Indiana since it became part of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore in 1981, and is one of the only two Living History Farms in Indiana which are part of the National Park Service; and
 

WHEREAS Chellberg Farm demonstrated sustainable farming practices and hosted  two major events each year, the Fall Harvest Festival and Maple Sugar Time ,which enabled families to experience 1900’s era agricultural life first-hand; and 

 

WHEREAS beginning early this year, all the animals have been taken away, no farmer was hired, historic equipment has been removed, no  crops have been planted, and no firm plans for keeping the Farm operating have been made available to the public, 
 
NOW  THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the ( name of group here) requests that the National Park Service return farm animals and  equipment to Chellberg Farm as soon as possible,  and make a commitment to continue to operate Chellberg Farm as a Living History Farm in the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. 
 

