Letter to News Dispatch

On a recent stopover at Bailly Homestead & Chellberg Farm, I noticed something different.  After hiking through the woods, by the ancient cemetery, and along a small hollow, I expected to see my old friends the pigs, horses, goats, and chickens at Chellberg farm.  But I was confused when, in the middle of summer on a holiday weekend, I came to an empty pigsty, a vacant field, and a very quiet old chicken coop. 
 
I am not sure where they went, but the animals at Chellberg Farm appear to be missing, as do the rows and rows of vegetables I grew up admiring on my regular visits to the farm as a child.  Knowing that there is a new superintendent, and having heard something or other about a recession, I assumed the animals were simply on furlough.  But I was surprised to learn this is not the case.  This change is intended to be permanent!  
 
How can arguably the most visible and visited attraction away from Lake Michigan be missing?    Is it really money?  The economy is bad, but I am sure there are volunteer organizations or schools that would support and maintain such an important piece of Northwest Indiana’s heritage.  But it turns out that money is not the issue, so what else?
 
The only other thing that strikes one as obvious is a radical policy change by the park’s new superintendent.  If this is the case, I hope the new superintendent, who is from outside of the area, would be open enough to understand that the living component of Chellberg farm, animals and vegetables included, is an important part of Northwest Indiana’s heritage, and one of the few major attractions within the park that is not covered in sand!
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