MODELS FOR LETTER OF SUPPORT:

Please send letters of support for Chellberg Farm to;

Constantine Dillon, Superintendent

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore

1100 North Mineral Springs Road

Porter, IN 46304-1299

with a copy to:

Jeanette Neagu, Coordinator

Chellberg Farm Task force

Save the Dunes Council

444 Barker Road

Michigan City, IN

46360

Model 1:
To Whom It May Concern;
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore has a historic area containing an 1820’s French Furtrading Post [Bailly Homestead] with log  buildings on the Little Calumet River and a Cemetery [dating to 1811] on old Highway  12, an early Indian  trail, then Stagecoach route, then today’s modern highway .  It also has an 1880’s Swedish [Chellberg] Farm in the same general area.  A Living History Farm was developed in the  1980’s and became very successful, with great attendance at the Duneland Harvest Festival in the fall, Maple Sugar Time in March, a Lucia Christmas Program, Walpurgis event [welcome Spring], Midsummer celebration in June, Halloween  in October, and countless School and group programs most of the year.  There were also activities every Sunday afternoon [May  through October] e.g., plowing, haymaking, grainbinding,  gardening, woodstove cooking and many other old time crafts.  The program that was most consistent with high attendance was the farm animal feeding  programs all year round.
A new  Chief of Interpretation and Superintendent [National Park Service] have arrived in the last 2-3 years and subsequently shut most  everything down at the farm --- the animals are gone, the buildings closed tight and no crops are growing. There has been a huge outcry from  the community and groups are organizing to bring the living farm back.  We are getting support from city councils, newspapers, environmental groups, historical societies and other concerned parties.  We were hoping to get your support too—perhaps a letter of endorsement  sent to Save the Dunes Council, Inc., 444 Barker Road, Michigan City, Indiana  46460 
In fairness to the new officials, the farm programs have slipped in the last several years.  Key people have retired and authenticity and oversight had diminished.  But we want the Park Service to bring the farm and all its life back, stronger and better than before.   We hope you will respond.  Thank you for your consideration.
Jude Rakowski
Cultural Interpretation Coordinator 1980-1999
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
______________________________________________________________________________

Model 2

"Chellberg Farm has been a treasure in Northwest Indiana since it became part of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore in the early 1980's.  It is one of only two Living History Farm in Indiana which are part of the National Park Service. Since 1981 the farm  has been used by not only the general public but by thousands of students from many of the schools in Indiana and the Chicagoland area  where they learned how animals were kept for years in Northwest Indiana. In 1900 thirty-eight percent of all Americans lived on such farms.  The farm demonstrated sustainable farming practices and hosted two major events each year: the Duneland Harvest Festival and Maple Sugar Time. 

In the last few months all the animals have been removed from the Farm.  There are also written plans to close the farm. This year no crops were planted therefore there will be no crops to harvest.

 

We urge the National Park Service to return farm animals to Chellberg Farm and restore Chellberg Farm to its former status as a Living History Farm in the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore"

 

