Supporters organize for Chellberg 
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CHESTERTON | It's not just the farm animals, organizers said.

It's the tangible link to the region's history and cultural heritage, not to mention the powerful drawing card for visitors to the region's national park.

And they wonder, if Chellberg Farm goes, what's next? Bailly Homestead? The Environmental Learning Center?

Those were among the concerns Saturday as proponents of reinstating the living history farm at Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore's Chellberg Farm met to plan their next moves.

Earlier this year, park Superintendent Costa Dillon cited budget constraints in removing the animals from the farm and not hiring a replacement for the site's retired farmer.

The two dozen attendees Saturday voiced concern for the fate of historic farm implements they said had been removed from the collection or recycled.

The group encouraged governmental bodies, school boards, churches and other groups to adopt resolutions in support of Chellberg's return as a living farm as the Michigan City Common Council did last week.

Save the Dunes Executive Director Tom Anderson said farm supporters have received conflicting accounts from park administrators about what plans for the farm exist, let alone what they say.

The park seems to have reached conclusions about the farm without reviewing all the information available, Anderson said. Federal money was spent on management plans and those plans have been dismissed or ignored by the park superintendent, he said.

But the controversy is having an effect, as it has resulted in more dialogue and information than before, Anderson said.

The group sought volunteers to staff informational booths at upcoming festivals, markets and county fairs. Other ideas to inform the public and generate support for the farm included creating a Facebook page, entering a float in Chesterton's Wizard of Oz festival, printing T-shirts and connecting with the area's farming community.

Save the Dunes President Deborah Chubb said Chellberg Farm has provided thousands of students an experiential learning experience that is tangible -- and rare.

"So many have felt that richness," she said.

Anderson said the original farm produced food and a good life in a sustainable manner without use of fossil fuels right here only 100 years ago. In that example were things that could be learned, he said.

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore will host the first of a series of informational workshops on the park's new comprehensive interpretive plan at 7 p.m. July 28.

The meeting will provide background information on the park and Chellberg Farm specifically. It will be held at the Dorothy Buell Memorial Visitor Center on Ind. 49 at U.S. 20 in Porter.

Future workshops will cover the National Park Service' s interpretation and education standards, the fund-raising and budget processes, commercial and special use permits and the Volunteer in Parks program.

